
                  Water Heater Strapping 
 

CPC 507.2 Seismic Provisions.  Water heaters shall be anchored or strapped to resist horizontal Displacement due to 
earthquake motion. Strapping shall be at points within the upper on third (1/3) and lower one-third (1/3) of its vertical 
dimensions. At the lower point, a minimum distance of four (4) inches shall be maintained above the controls with the 
strapping.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Division of State Architect Guidelines for water heaters up to 75 gallons can  be found at this link. 
http://www.seismic.ca.gov/HOG/waterheaterbracing_08-11-04.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• This document is meant to offer perspective and does not imply to be an exhaustive code evaluation or a 
prescriptive repair to your property.  It is your responsibility to determine proper installation, determine what 
work requires permits, and to obtain permits when required.  

Do not attach straps with small 
screws.  

Additional tips from the 
Earthquake Country Alliance.  

http://www.earthquakecountry.
org/step1/waterheater.html 

http://www.seismic.ca.gov/HOG/waterheaterbracing_08-11-04.pdf

