MINUTES OF THE
MEETING OF THE

Arts and Culture Commission

Monday, June 25, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
El Cerrito City Hall – Council Chambers
10890 San Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito
Approved July 23, 2018

7:01 pm Roll Call
Present: Ruth Cazden, Allison Cooper, George Gager, Judith Tannenbaum, Christopher Walsh.
Staff Liaison: Maya Williams

1. Commissioners Reports & Liaison Reports
Williams reported that the weaving demonstration/event by ECCRU Artist in Residence
Sandy Drobny on June 23 went very well. She also reported that the City Council passed
its budget and continues to explore becoming a Charter City.
Tannenbaum reported that Debra Pughe’s summer writing workshop, endorsed and
supported by the ACC and offered through the Rec department’s classes, has 3 people
signed up. Pughe and Rec will decide soon if the workshop will go forward.

Cazden reported that she will be in contact with the acoustics expert who former ACC
Commissioner Chris Sterba talked to about the acoustics in the Community Center. She
also reported that she is in contact with the person in charge of all music programs at
WCCUSD, and hopes for good collaboration with the school district.

Cazden continues to work with the group that hopes to offer classical music classes and
festival in El Cerrito in summer 2019.

2. Comments from the Public
Eve Ma suggested that ACC consider the idea of honoring local artists, possibly through a
City Council proclamation or a dinner. She suggested that Arts Month (October) might be
an appropriate time, and that Chris Strachwitz (Arhoolie Records/Down Home Music)
would be a good candidate.
3. Approval of Minutes
Motion (Walsh/Tannenbaum) to approve minutes of May 29, 2018 special meeting:
Passed, unanimous.

4. Request for Support
Al Miller, representing Friends of El Cerrito Library and El Cerrito Library Foundation,
made a proposal for endorsement and support by ACC for the 2018 One City, One Book
program in El Cerrito.

Motion (Cooper/Gager) to support the One City, One Book program: permission to use the
ACC logo and the City of El Cerrito logo on publicity materials; help with publicity in City

publications and social media; and contribution of $500 toward purchase of books.
Passed, unanimous.

5. Poet Laureate Selection –
Tannenbaum described the selection process; she felt that, while all the candidates were
strong, that Danielle Gabriel’s vision, which is community based and participatory,
resonated very well with the selection committee.

Motion (Tannenbaum/Cooper) to designate Danielle (Dani) Gabriel as the El Cerrito Poet
Laureate from September 1, 2018 to August 31, 2020. Passed, unanimous.

6. Study Session on Art in Public Places
Presentation by Assistant City Manager Karen Pinkos on the background and intention of
the Art in Public Places program and ordinance. Followed by discussion and questions.
(Attachment)
Pinkos will provide responses to any questions from the ACC, and will return to an ACC
meeting in a couple of months. In the future, Williams will provide to ACC notice of any
impending development projects.

7. ECCRU Staff Update
Williams presented the proposed timeline for the current ECCRU Call to Artist and
selection process. It was decided to discuss the selection of an ECCRU subcommittee at
the July ACC meeting.

8. Review of Gallery Space Proposals
Following review and discussion, it was moved (Gager/Walsh) to accept JM Golding’s resubmitted proposal for a Gallery Space exhibit. Passed, unanimous.

9. Arts Month Planning
Discussion regarding the nature and degree of ACC participation and activity in Arts
Month (October). Williams suggested that the arts-related events and activities that are
already slated for October may constitute a robust Arts Month. Walsh and Cazden selected
as 2018 Arts Month subcommittee.

10. Subcommittee Updates
a. ACC/EDC Subcommittee – Gager reported that EDC will discuss proposed joint project
at its meeting on June 27, 2018.
b. Community Outreach Subcommittee – discussion as to ACC table at 4th of July Festival;
Gager and Cooper will staff the table, including the button-making activity.
c. Poet Laureate Subcommittee – no report other than Item #5 above
d. Performance Venue Subcommittee – Cazden reported that she has a lead on a
performance venue at Camp Herms Boy Scout Camp, and the subcommittee will follow
up about this.

11. Items for Next Meeting
Proposal process for Commission support
Poet Laureate contract to City Council

Presentation by ECCRU Artist in Residence Sandy Drobny
Ken Kantor, acoustics expert about Community Center
Designation of ECCRU subcommittee
Discussion re Eve Ma’s suggestion about honoring local artist

Adjourned Time: 8:56 pm

