MINUTES OF THE
MEETING OF THE

Arts and Culture Commission

Monday, January 22, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
El Cerrito City Hall Council Chambers
10890 San Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito
Approved February 26, 2018
7:01pm Roll Call
Present: Ruth Cazden, George Gager, Heidi Rand, Christopher Sterba, Judith Tannenbaum, Nga Trinh,
Christopher Walsh.
Council Liaison: Paul Fadelli
Acting Staff Liaison: Karen Pinkos
1. Commissioners Reports & Liaison Reports
Cazden reported that she has again been in touch with David Ramadanoff, Bay Area symphony
conductor, who is interested in offering a 3-tiered music program in El Cerrito in the coming summer.
Ramadanoff will provide a proposal, including budget considerations.
Sterba reported that he is investigating a performance and exhibit by Arhoolie Records/Down Home
Music.
Council Liaison Fadelli reported on major actions taken by the Council at recent meetings.
Acting Staff Liaison Karen Pinkos reported that interviews for the vacant Assistant to the City Manager
position will occur next week.
2. Comments from the Public
Dave Weinstein, President of the El Cerrito Historical Society, presented a preliminary idea to stage a
historical concert in August, based on the Centennial Arts Day event in October 2017. He posed
questions of funding and venue.
3. Approval of Minutes
It was moved (Rand/Tannenbaum) to approve the minutes of the meeting on December 4, 2017.
Unanimous.
4. Proposal for Earth Day
Laurenteen Brazil (RERC) and Shana McCracken presented a proposal for an Earth Day 2018 activity,
“Fashion Re-Imagined.” (Attachment) There followed discussion as to intersectionality of this proposal
and ECCRU Artist in Residence work, and the possibility of including a fashion-themed event in
October (Arts Month).
5. Report on Poet Laureate Spring Activity
Sterba reported on Poet Laureate Maw Shein Win’s activities during her tenure. Win then described the
“Poetry and Place” event to be held on May 20, 2018.
It was moved (Cazden/Rand) to fund the event in an amount not to exceed $1200. Unanimous.

6. Presentation on worldOne/July 4th Festival
Corey Mason reported on the 2017 July 4 Festival, and also provided a brief summary of the vision and
performers for the 2018 Festival.
It was moved (Cazden/Rand) to fund the July 3 event of the 2018 July 4th Festival in the amount of
$3000. Unanimous.
7. Review of Gallery Space Proposals
The commissioners reviewed and approved an updated proposal by Margery Hazelton for a Gallery
Space show.
Sterba described a collaborative proposal for a music event and art exhibit by Arhoolie/DownHome
Music. It was moved (Cazden/Trinh) to approve Gallery Space show and event by Arhoolie/DownHome
Music. Unanimous.
8. Economic Development Committee Partnership
Sterba provided a draft statement of purpose regarding collaborative efforts with the Economic
Development Committee. (Attachment) There followed discussion as to the purpose of the document
and the direction of possible collaborative efforts. The subcommittee will meet to discuss further.
It was moved (Sterba/Cazden) to approve the statement as a mission statement in regards to
collaboration with EDC. Unanimous.

Adjourned – 8:57pm

Mission Statement: ACC Collaboration with the
Economic Development Committee

The Arts and Culture Commission sees its partnership with the Economic Development
Committee as having a number of important purposes. We believe that the Arts, as enjoyed
and performed by both amateurs and professionals, can act as a vibrant “community
connector,” enhancing the image of the City while serving as an important “meeting place”
for businesses and cultural groups to work together on a wide range of community activities.
Collaborating on events such as exhibitions, concerts, and film showings as well as craft fairs
and public art installations will stimulate economic activity and help improve the quality of
life for all of our residents.
The ACC also believes that it is critical to view working artists, arts instructors, and arts
organizations and businesses as an important segment of the El Cerrito economy. A key
outcome of our partnership with the EDC should be to help this vital sector prosper and
expand. We are interested in projects aimed at increasing the visibility, sales, and
commissions of El Cerrito artists and arts organizations. Our support can also include, where
possible, direct economic assistance.
It is central to the ACC’s work plan and core priorities to inspire and support such an artsfriendly, collaborative environment. We feel that these efforts are where the ACC aligns most
effectively with the EDC and its goals of increasing economic activity and the cultural
involvement of local businesses.	
  
	
  

