MINUTES OF THE
MEETING OF THE

Arts and Culture Commission

Monday, March 27, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.
El Cerrito City Hall Council Chambers
10890 San Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito
Approved 04/24/2017
7:03pm Roll Call
Present: Ruth Cazden, Heidi Rand, Christopher Sterba, Judith Tannenbaum, Nga Trinh, Christopher Walsh.
George Gager arrived late.
1. Introduction of new Commissioners
Sterba welcomed Walsh and Tannenbaum on behalf of Commission. Commissioners and staff
introduced themselves. Councilmember Rochelle Pardue-Okimoto introduced herself as Council liaison.
Councilmember Fadelli introduced himself and thanked and welcomed the Commissioners.
Sterba thanked Fadelli for his time on the Commission.
2. Commissioners Reports & Liaison Reports
Sterba attended LUNAFEST on March 18 at the High School. The event was well attended. Sterba feels
this indicates enthusiasm for a film festival event. The emcee was a filmmaker who is an El Cerrito
High School graduate.
Tannenbaum reported on the El Cerrito Poet Laureate’s event at the library on March 4. She said she
was honored to be one of the readers at the event and said it was very well attended, with 100+ people in
the audience. At least 20 people participated in the open mic. Pardue-Okimoto also attended part of the
event and it exceeded her expectations.
Pardue-Okimoto reported on major actions taken by the Council since December.
3. Comments from the Public
None.
4. Approval of Minutes
It was moved (Rand/Cazden) to approve the minutes of the meeting on Monday, February 27, 2017 with
a correction to the description of the El Cerrito Poet Laureate’s event. Unanimous. 6-0.
5. Public Art Fund Budget
Sterba introduced the topic. Staff Liaison Iarla provided a summary of ACC expenses (attached), and
explained the two sources of funding for the ACC expenditures – Council allocation (General Fund
money) and the Public Art Fund (restricted fund). There was consensus for periodic budget updates as
such knowledge will be helpful when working on the Work Plan.
6. Consideration of Co-Sponsoring July 4 Festival
Iarla described the 4th of July Festival event and Corey Mason’s request that the ACC consider a
$3,000sponsorship towards the July 3 evening concert. After some discussion, there was a motion
(Rand/Tannenbaum) to contribute $3,000 toward the July 3 concert as part of the 2017 City of
El Cerrito worldOne July 4 Festival. Unanimous.
7. Status of ECCRU Call to Artists (RFQ)

Iarla reported that the RFQ is currently in draft form, awaiting comment by the City attorney. It will be
issued mid-week. Thirty-six people have signed up to receive the RFQ; Iarla foresees a lot of interest
and anticipates a number of high-quality proposals. ECCRU buttons and flyers were made available to
the Commissioners to distribute.
Sterba described the ECCRU program to the new Commissioners; he feels the Artist will be a good
ambassador for the City and the ACC.
8. Discussion on Upcoming Events
Upcoming events:
• April 20 Poetry Reading – Sterba announced this event is part of California Poet Laureate Dana
Gioia’s statewide tour. El Cerrito Poet Laureate Win will introduce Gioia, and the Poetry Out
Loud student champions of Contra Costa County will perform. Iarla reported that the City’s
sound system will be used instead of the library’s sound system. Iarla recommended the
Commission provide light refreshments.
It was moved (Tannenbaum/Walsh) to provide up to $100 for light refreshments for this event.
Unanimous.
Sterba distributed “Can Poetry Matter,” an article by Dana Gioia.
•

April 22 Earth Day Celebration – The Commission discussed their art activity, which will be at
Community Center as part of Earth Day luncheon. Trinh will lead an origami rose activity to
honor Mother Earth and Sterba will lead an up-cycling crafts activity.
Trinh raised the possibility of a button-making activity. Amid discussion about button-making
machines, costs, and button sizes, Iarla reported that preliminary research indicates that such a
machine might cost in the $300 range. There was interest in round buttons approximately ¼”
larger than the “Poet” buttons.
Trinh moved to purchase a button-making machine in an amount not to exceed $300, followed
by further discussion. The motion was not seconded.
It was moved (Trinh/Cazden) to purchase a button-making machine (round buttons, 1.5”
diameter) and supplies, in an amount not to exceed $350. Unanimous.

•

April 23 film screening – Iarla asked to be contacted if commissioners want to attend the rescheduled showing of “This Ain’t No Mouse Music”. The 2 filmmakers and Mr. Chris
Strachwitz; have been invited; Strachwitz has it on his calendar. Chair Sterba will introduce the
film.

9. Consideration of Recommending the Council Send a Letter in Support of the NEA
Iarla explained that ACC can make a recommendation to the City Council requesting they send a letter
in support of NEA funding, and shared a draft letter.
Tannenbaum suggested including the NEH in the letter, and there was agreement; there was discussion
regarding the timing of Council meetings and there was consensus for Iarla to request the
recommendation be considered at the April 18 Council meeting. Gager suggested slightly greater
emphasis on students and schools. Iarla will incorporate the feedback into the letter.
It was moved (Tannenbaum/Rand) to recommend and request that the City Council send a letter of
support for NEA and NEH to the President and our federal representatives. Unanimous.

10. Continued Discussion on Commissioning an Artwork
Sterba led a discussion reviewing Trinh’s ideas for public art shared at the last meeting:
• Commission an artist to create mosaics on the concrete safety barriers in front of City Hall, with
nature themes (animals & plants commonly seen in the El Cerrito). Sterba presented photos of
mosaics from other locations, as examples. Cazden cited the mosaics on trash cans at the
Richmond Public Library. Sterba feels this is a good project to pursue because it’s at City Hall
and it faces the Police Department. Gager suggested the artwork might also include a 3D
sculptural aspect (i.e. enamel or metal) on the top. Cazden cited large metal sculptures she saw
in Borrego Springs, of animals in motion. Cazden will provide the artist’s name to Iarla. Iarla
reported that the City Engineer did not see any traffic or engineering concerns regarding
mosaics on the barriers; ADA requirements must be met.
•

Commission a dinosaur sculpture/play structure in the “Dinosaur Forest” segment of the Ohlone
Greenway (between Schmidt Lane and Manila Avenue). Iarla reported that research is being
done regarding the origins/history of the Dinosaur Forest. If the Commission proceeded with
this idea, adopted City plans such as the Ohlone Greenway Master Plan and the Urban Greening
Plan would need to be consulted and conformed with.

•

Install vertical gardens (“living wall”) at the DMV facility (which is not a City-owned site).
Rand mentioned that the El Cerrito Art Association has had art shows inside the DMV. Iarla
mentioned that other City departments and advisory bodies might need to be involved in a
vertical gardens project.

Gager reported that the EDC wants to work with ACC, and he sees a lot of synergy between the two
groups. Iarla will follow up with Kat Ahlquist regarding a joint meeting.
11. Items for Next Meeting
Iarla announced that selection of Chair and Vice Chair would take place.
Adjourned – 9:06pm

